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WELCOME

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF
HER HIGHNESS SHEIKHA SHAMSA BINT HAMDAN AL NAHYAN

Welcome to the special 20th-anniversary edition
of Abu Dhabi Festival, celebrating two decades of the
nation’s creative spirit. This year, the festival of firsts
presents an outstanding programme encompassing
music, theatre, dance, and visual arts by the world's
most renowned talents. Held under the theme ‘The Will
for Evolution, the region’s largest annual celebration of
arts and culture reflects the UAE's unwavering drive for
innovation and creation.

Connecting the world to Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi
to the world, this year’s spectacular edition inspires and
unites, bringing beauty and joy to audiences at home
and abroad through astounding new productions,
commissions, and world premieres.

Welcome to an enthralling one-of-a-kind experience

where creativity thrives, ideas are born, and dreams are
realised. Welcome to Abu Dhabi Festival 2023.
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Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation (ADMAF) celebrates our
corporate partners. Sponsorship from the Abu Dhabi Festival 2023
directly supports our Youth Platforms & Community Porgrammes.
We depend greatly on your support to ensure the youth of today
become the future leaders of a prosperous UAE tomorrow!

B00TICKETS




MARCH

Emirates
Palace

Acclaimed for his command of the high tenor range,
celebrated Peruvian operatic tenor, Juan Diego Flérez
gives a spectacular performance in a 120-minute
concert featuring a programme of arias followed by

a repertoire of Peruvian and Latin American songs
accompanied by an orchestra.

Juan Diego Florez
and Friends



De Scheherezade
A Yo, Carmen

Emirates
Palace

CO-PRODUCED BY ABU DHABI FESTIVAL
AND GRAN TEATRE DE LICEU BARCELONA

Hailed all over the world as one of the finest
contemporary flamenco shows, Vanguard flamenco
dancer and choreographer Maria Pagés transcends
two legendary female characters— Carmen, the gypsy
cigarette girl from Mérimée's novella made famous by
the Bizet opera and the quick-witted storyteller of the
Arabian Nights in this vibrant ode to femininity.

Middle East Premiere




MARCH

Emirates
Palace

Two-time Grammy Award-winning Jazz musician
Gregory Porter makes his UAE debut performing

a set of his smooth original tracks from his albums
Liquid Spirit (2014) and Take Me to the Alley (2017) as
well as captivating renditions of the classics joined by
Chip Crawford on piano, Emanuel Harrold on drums,
Tivon Pennicott on Saxaphone/Horns and Jahmal
Nichols on bass.

UAE Premiere

Gregory Porter
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Bruce Liu, Piano

Recital Series

Winner of the 2021 International Chopin Piano
Competition, the international star pianist presents a
thrilling program of classical anad romantic highlights
in a spectacular recital full of enthusiasm, passion and
excitement.

Arab World Premiere
The Red Theater, The Arts Center at NYU Abu Dhabi




Haochen Zhang, Piano

Recital Series

NYUAD

Upon winning the gold medal at the Thirteenth Van
Cliburn International Piano Competition in 2009,
Haochen Zhang has become an international star
captivating audiences around the world. The acclaimed
pianist from Shanghai performs in a unique recital
showcasing the fearless imagination and spectacular
musical mastery for which he is known.

The Blue Hall, The Arts Center at NYU Abu Dhabi



Emirates
Palace

Academy Award-winning composer Tan Dun conducts
the Orchestra of Teatro Comunale di Modena Pavarotti-
Freni joined by world-famous Chinese cellist Jian Wang
in an unforgettable musical journey from West to East
featuring an iconic repertoire of Mozart, Tchaikovsky
and Mussorgsky followed by the UAE premiere of his
original Pipa Concerto. The unique concert traces
humankind'’s great cultural cross-pollinations in an epic
performance by two of the most renowned figures of

From West to East:
A Classical Odyssey

Middle East Premiere
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Buddha Passion
By Tan Dun

MARCH

Emirates
Palace

Grammy and Academy Award-winning composer Tan
Dun, renowned for his ability to span the boundaries
of classical music and Eastern and Western traditions,
is considered one of the most prominent figures of
"world classical” music. His Buddha Passion, which
can also be staged as an opera, is a 95-minute oratorio
illustrating six Buddha parables and stories, with the
sixth being the Buddha's ascension into Nirvana.
Structured in six acts, Buddha Passion captures the
ancient narratives of the Buddha's teachings and

the timeless, universal concepts of love, forgiveness
and sacrifice, summarising the stories portrayed on
the walls of the Mogao Caves of Dunhuang in an
exceptionally unique musical work.

Middle East Premiere



CO-PRODUCED BY ABU DHABI FESTIVAL
US EMBASSY IN ABU DHABI

AND THE CULTURAL FOUNDATION

Emirates
Palace

Emirati Writer Maitha Al Khayat and Emirati

Composer Eman Al Hashimi join forces with American
contemporary dance Company E for the longest
continuous augmented reality experience ever created.
In a tale of family, tradition, and the perils of the diver
and the wonders of the sea, The Pearl Diver’s Daughter
blends cutting edge technology with choreography,
music and narrative to take audiences of all ages on a
dive beneath the waves of the Gulf.

Pearl Diver's
Daughter

By Company E Featuring Maitha Al Khayat
and Eman Al Hashimi

World Premiere




Leia Zhu, Violin
Benjamin Engeli, Piano

Recital Series

NYUAD

Sixteen-year-old violin prodigy, Leia Zhu performs

a beautiful repertoire of Mozart, Strauss, Debussy,
Wieniawski and Sarasate accompanied by versatile
Swiss musician Benjamin Engeli on piano. The
British-Chinese virtuoso, whose solo career includes
performing with the London Symphony Orchestra,
displays her renowned talent and impressive technical
ability in this special recital.

Arab World Premiere
The Blue Hall, The Arts Center at NYU Abu Dhabi



Al-Andalus & t_e
Ancient Hesperia

La Capella Reial De Catalunya
Hesperion XXI conducted by Jordi Savall

NYUAD

Grammy-award-winning Catalan-Spanish conductor
and musician Jordi Savall vividly performs the finest
music of the Spanish Golden Age alongside his

vocal ensembles La Capella Reial De Catalunya and
Hespérion XXI in this exquisitely crafted program
spanning 500 years of Arabic cultural and historic roots
in Andalusia.

The Arts Center at NYU Abu Dhabi



ABU DHABI FESTIVAL

BOOKING INFORMATION
HOW TO BOOK

Emirates Palace

WWW.800TICKETS.COM
TICKET PRICES

Diamond AED 250
Gold AED 150
Balcony AED 75 www.800tickets.com/adf

Cultural Foundation NYUAD

WWW.CULTURALFOUNDATION.AE WWW.NYUAD-ARTSCENTER.ORG
TICKET PRICES TICKET PRICES
All Tickets  AED 100 All Tickets AED 100

Please visit abudhabifestival.ae for more information.
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and Friends
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